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Lincoln County Home Educators

Guidelines for Activities

(Three pages)
LCHE members, while being diverse in philosophical backgrounds, are expected to hold the following fundamental ideas: educational excellence, parental authority and      responsibility for education, protection and promotion of the family, diligence in moral and ethical instruction, responsible citizenship, freedom of choice among education              alternatives, and defense of constitutional rights.


Responsibility should be shared among members.  No one person or group of     individuals should be overburdened. 

Leadership of LCHE


LCHE is guided a Board of Advisors.  The leader, assistant leader, secretary, and treasurer are board members.  The leader appoints two additional members.  The board will thoughtfully consider questions and concerns expressed by members, making          decisions in agreement with the overall goals and purposes of the group.  (Ex. scheduling events; initiating new events, ideas, or concerns; areas that need to be addressed; weaknesses; problems; etc.)  The board members will also oversee various activities sponsored by LCHE.  

Membership in LCHE
1.  Continuing members can join through the first Thursday in May.  If you miss that
     date you will have to wait until August of the next year to re-join.
2.  If you move from the area or decide not to home school before September 1, 
     inform the LCHE Treasurer for a refund of your dues.
3.  Membership will be open August 1 – 31 for families new to home schooling, new
     to LCHE, or have been LCHE members prior to the 2008-09 school year.
4.  Membership will be open January 1 – 31 for families new to home schooling or
     or families that have recently moved to Lincoln County or to a surrounding county.
5.  Membership for each school year will close on January 31.
6.  All members (continuing and new) will be required to serve LCHE in one area each
     year.  Failure to carry out your responsibility will result in a review by the LCHE
     Board for future membership.
7.  All members must submit dues of $20.00, the Family Fact Sheet, their signature
     stating agreement to the LCHE Bylaws and LCHE Guidelines for Activities, and 
     (if applicable) the Teen Group Permission Form.  (These forms can be downloaded
     from the LCHE website.)  In addition, members choose between:
        a.  e-membership – You will print the monthly newsletter form the LCHE website.
        b.  Regular membership -  You will submit 10 business-size, self addressed, 
             stamped envelopes.

Newsletter
    Our primary method of communication is our monthly newsletter.  It is each
member’s responsibility to read it, mark events on her personal calendar, and respond
promptly to all deadlines.
   All material to be included in the newsletter must be submitted in writing to the newsletter editor by the 20th of each month for publication by the first of the calendar month.  You may also email articles to the newsletter editor.  If this deadline is missed, it is the responsibility of the person planning the event to inform all members.  The editor makes decisions regarding publication of submitted materials based on upcoming events, space available, etc.
Refer to www.lchesupport.com for other LCHE Guidelines for Activities. 

Email Loop  
    1)  Emails must pertain to LCHE information/events, NCHE information/events,
          and/or home school information that would be of interest to our members.
    2)  We cannot send out personal messages/invitations and/or information from
          churches or ministries to our members.
    3)  We also will not send out emails regarding legal/political issues that are not      directly related to homeschooling. 
      

Message Board 
   1)  The message board is for LCHE members only.  Access will require a user name and password.  The user name and password are not to be given out to any non-members.  
    **Please see LCHE's website for the complete list of message board guidelines. 
Field Trips


Our behavior in public places influences how others think about home education.        Therefore, the following guidelines should be observed:

1. Parents need to listen attentively to the speaker.  This is courteous and sets a good example for the children’s behavior.

2. Parents need to be attentive to their children’s behavior.  They should not be allowed to behave in ways that might present a bad image of home education.

3. Parents and/or grandparents or another LCHE parent may accompany students of LCHE   families on scheduled field trips.  Proper response to the field trip coordinator by the RSVP deadline should be observed.  On the rare occasion that there are a    limited number of spaces for a particular trip, the number of adults may be limited as well.

4. Should you see someone else’s child being loud and boisterous, wandering away from the group, climbing, etc., persuade him/her to check with his/her parent right away.  We need to help each other out in this regard because there are always times when our attention is diverted.

5. Plan to arrive 10-15 minutes early at the designated place.

6. Express your gratitude and appreciation to the speaker, guide, or owner.  A personal note of thanks by the children is a wonderful way to do this.  (It is also excellent PR!)

Park/Gym
        Our weekly park time will be on Thursdays.  This is not a staffed “drop-off”       program.  Moms, come with your children or make arrangements for them to come with another mom.  Each Mom is responsible for watching her child/children while at the park.
   If it is raining on a Thursday, each family decides for themselves if they want to attend.  We can move indoors to the gym, but could play only if space is available.  (The recreation staff says that the gym is usually crowded after lunch.)
   During September, October, November, April, and May, we will meet outdoors.  During January, February, and March, we will meet indoors.  The time, location, and other instructions will be explained in our monthly newsletter.  Due to the weather and extra activities in December, we do not have park/gym time at all that month. 

Mom’s Nights Out

Mom’s Nights Out (and parent’s meetings) are open to prospective home            educators.  You are encouraged to invite (and accompany!) friends who are seriously   considering home education.  The discussions at these meetings are designed to          encourage those currently home schooling, but prospective home educators could also benefit from them.

